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THE SITUATION.
A» we announced a few days ago, the mortar

boats of t!ic expedition against Vicksburg wera
(owed into position on the 18th inst.: and we now

leant by despatches from Memphis that they
opened Ore upon the city on that day, which was

ausweied by the rebel batteries, three in number.
The position of the gunboats was lotuid to be too
much exposed to the lire of the enemy, and they
accordingly withdrew to a safer place, from which
they retiewed the bombardment. The rcstdt of
thi . initiatory attack upon Vicksbttrg is not re¬

ported; hut the fart that it has fairly commenced
prepare* us for news of a lively time around the
great rebel stronghold in the Southwest.

fienera'. Hooker visited Washington yesterday.
Tliete is no news from hi* army oil the Rappahan¬
nock later than that already published. The snow

uteris there was very heavy, and will keep the
roaii« hi an impassable condition for many days
to come.

from the West we do not receive any intelli¬
gence further than the movements of our gunboats
at Vicksburg above referred to- The army of
ttencral (tosr-i-rans appears to be taking no deci¬
sive action for the past, few days.
Our news from the South to-day indicates that

the rebels are iuelined to slake their last chance
upon the approaching attack opon Charleston,
which they declare to he impregnable. The blow
that is about to fall, says the Charleston Mercury,
" way be the last we »hnl! receive in the strugglo
for o >r iiulcoendcnoe, but it will be dealt with the
strength of despair. The foe comes with the
avowed purpose to sack our homes and plough
our streets with his rouud shot; and, should hit
power prove equal to his malice, that will be no

empty threat. We are ready for the ordeal."
They threaten us with their inatchUss little sqnad-
roa of iron-clad*, which are about to obtain the
long desired opportunity of encountering the
" Yankee " vessel*. The Southern journals also

anticipate an iinmediute assault by our lorcea

upon Kavaunah and Vickshurg. and they talk very
confidently, of course, about the capacity of the
rebel* to defend them.
The Richmond Examiner says that the greater

pi,i tin i «l (leucral Hooker's army, -.».'»«)<. in nam-

bet, are now in Fortress Monroe, SuBolk and
Newport's News. The policy of Louis Napoleon
is treated by the same journal witl» distrust and
Mtispii on. It says that he will give no aid to the
Southern confederacy unless it i* pushed to the
wall I*v its enemies, ami i* ready to tall into his
arras ia the hour of it# great necessity, as Surdinia
and 't urkey did. and that it will be his tool for
many rests afterwards.
The Richmond papers put down their loss at

Kurt iio'iftson it ninety-eight men. and tbey claim
the capture ot eighty prisoners, and the destruc¬
tion of on- transport. The rebel General tlu*-
tavn« W. Smith is reported to have resigned his
commission in consequence of being recalled from
his command iu North Carolina and General
French lieing appointed in his place. Governor
l.ptclier, of Virginia, has ordered the imprison-
m,»ut at hard labor in the Richmond Penitentiary
.I the Union officers. Gpptain Damron and
.nothei. as retaliation for the incarceration of two
rebel officios in the Penitentiary at Washington.
Our Kmopean files by the Canada, at Boston,

which were delivered in this city yesterday even¬

ing enable us to publish to day lull report* ol the

.pecchi's delivered in the British Parliament on

the 5th ins*, respecting the American war aud

foreign mediation. We had already given a

synopsis ol the addresaes, telegraphed from Hali¬
fax: bat the relative details of the remarks made
by K*'i Derby, Karl Russell. Karl Grey, Karl Car¬
narvon and Mr. Disraeli on that occasion wiil be
ton.i<t o' great interest and important e.

CONGRESS.
In the Henate yesterday. Mr. Willey presents.! a

resolution from the Constitutional Convention of
West Virginia, accepting the constitution as

¦mended by Congress, and also resolution* asking
for au appropriation in compensation lor the

.mancipation of alavaa in W'ert Virginia. Mr.
Cuilamei called up the re«elution relative to ihe

payment of foreign poetage in coin, and ofirred a

anbst t its nothoriaing the Poatmaatei rat to

take such measures as he ma.V deem n«. es-sry to

pi of. tu fm the payment in coin of the balances
¦gainst the United Mates. | he substitute wa» sc-

c.epteit and the resolution adopted. Alter dis¬
posing i»t si*vei si unimportant subjecfa. the bill
feist "S to the diS' lisige of Stat- pi isonera and
authorising the suspension of tin wilt of habeas
carpus wis taken up and passed by u vote of
twenty four sua list ihiiteen.

In the House ol Representative*, the report ol
the Committee on Kle< lion*. adverse to tin liUm
Of Mr. Jeirnng* Piggott to represent tin <e. ond
tloiigi s.sumal distiict of North Carolina. * n

oapt. it The Nav.il Appropriation bill was taken
Qp, sail aavara* d-uate amendment* not being con

ourrtd is. the bill will be returned to Mint body.
The consideration of the Senate bill eurolluig and

ralliiiR out the national uulitia wan then reauined.
Amendment* were cut ofTbv the ordering o!' the

previous question, but au exciting and acnmonioua
dim iieaiou wan kept up till after eleven o clock at

night.
MISCELLANEOUS NEWS.

I ke one hundred and thirty first anniversary of
the Birthday of the immortal Washington was

celebrated in fins city yesterday with considerable
spirit and enthusiasm. During the day the town
was made gay with profuse displays of the national
bunting and enlivened bv military parudes In
the evening there were two patriotic banquets at
the St. Nicholas Hotel, oue given by the munici¬
pal authorities and the other by the printers.
'I here were also grand pyrotechnic exhibitions in
the City Hall Park and Uniou square.
The livery stablo keepers of this city have

effected a permuuent organization lor the purpose
of raisiug their prices to a standard to suit the
times. Their proposed chauges iu their rate*
were published in (he Hekai.d about threo weeks

i »K»-

According to the City Inspector's report, thera
were 45'< deaths in the city during the past week.
a decrease of 1(3 as compared with the mortality
of the week previous, and 53 more than occurred.
during the corresponding week last year. The re-

capitulation table gives 1 death of alcoholism, I of
disease of the bones, joints, Ac.; 95 of the brain aad
nerves, 5 of the generative organs, 12 of the heart
and blood vessels, 208 of the lungs, throat, Ac.; 2 of
old age, 31 of diseases of the skin and eruptive
levers, 11 premature births, 49 of diseaaeaof the
stomach, bowels and other digestive organs; 28 of
uncertain aeat and general fevers, 4 of diseases
of the urinary organs, and 10 from violent caoses.
There were 344 natives of the United States, 4 of
England, 79 of Ireland, 16 of Germany, and tho
balance of various foreign countries.
Ybs stock market was active and prloss wars higher

yesterday throughout the list. Coupon sixes touched
par,and Krieand tho Western ahares were all wanted at
su advance. The money market was easy at 6 a 7 per
cent. Cold rose to 166, closing 164.34 bid. exchange
closed at 180 a 181. The bank return shows an Increase
or $-.',3*2,878 In deposits sad (232,888 in loans, and a de¬
cline of $445,046 In specie. *

Owing to tho soanensien of business at the Produce
Exchange, there were very light transactions reported in
breadstuff* end provisions yesterday, though, under the
influence of the advance in gold and sterling exchange,
prico? tended upward. Cotton was in more demand, at
89c. a 90c. for middlings. The sales of oita, whiskey and
groceries were quite moderate, at rising rates. Heavier
operations were reported in teas, spices and raisins, as

likewise in wool and tobacco, which were quoted some
what flrmer. There was not much activity iu freights: but
shipowners were asking very full rates. Ttie movements
in other commodities ludicalsd no remarkable new fea¬
tures, eithor in tho extent of tbo day's businosB or in the
current prices. On the wbole, the day was a compara¬
tively dull one in geueral trade.
Tlt« Dangers of the Crisis.Our National
Finances and the Attltnde of the North*
west.
Whoever lm attentively read the clear, calm

and masterly speech of Mr. Spaulding. of this
State, upon the new Bank bill, cannot fail to
be deeply impressed with the gravity of the
situation, and the fearful responsibility that de¬
volves on those to whom the management of
the war for the Union is entrusted. From the
enormous expenditures and the railroad speed
with which we are running into debt (two mil¬
lions and a half per day), he shows that there
is an absolute necessity for unanimity, and for
such a vigorous prosecution of the war as will
bring it to the most speedy termination that is
possible. Every day that the war is prolonged
the daily debt is being increased, aud it must
be paid by taxation in some form or other.
The government is spending at a fearful rate
the accumulations of former years of pros¬
perity.
Already the tax is beginning to be felt by

the people; but as the war is procrastinated
and the debt increased the burden will become
mere and more grievous, till at last it is intole¬
rable. The present taxation can be paid with
eoinpat ative ease, "running along, as we are, at
forty miles an honr, under the pressure of irre¬
deemable paper." There is now a seeming
prosperity in the Eastern aud Middle States;
but a day of reckoning will surely come.

| In addition to the financial difficulty of car¬

rying on a long war or such magnitude, there
is another difficulty which is looming up in a

vary alarming shape. and that ia the position
und attitude of the Northwest. Without the
hearty co-operatiuu of that section of the Union
the war would soon be brought to a dead halt, j
But it cannot be denied that In Illinois. Indiana.
Iowa and other Northwestern States a feeling
of general discontent has grown up. arising
from the military blunders at Washington re¬

sulting iu the failure of campaign after cam¬

paign. and from the political blunders per¬
petrated in the same centre, appearing to

change the legitimate objects of the war as an¬

nounced in the beginning by Congress und the
President, and to turn the struggle into a fana¬
tical crusade for the abolition of negro slavery.
a policy calculated to unite the people of the
Southern State* us one man. lo render their re¬
sistance desperate, and to protract the war lo
an indefinite pel iod.
The Northwestern State* entered with enthu¬

siasm upon the war, under the idea that it was
lo be a short one. and that it would result in
a speedy restoration of the Union tinder
the constitution, *¦ it has come down
to u» from the founders of the government.
They eared nothing about the negro. Their in¬
terests and their panioii-m combined lor the
l nion. Their interests |.ty both with the East
and the South, but far more with the South,
the chief and natural market for thair agricul-
iiii.il produce, hy the war that market wa*
closed aguin-t them. It was their interest to
have it speedily apened. by bringing the wurlo
* rapid conclusion by the triumph of the Union
arms. Their patriotism tended in the same
direction. Hence their zeal in the cause. They
went heart and soul into the war, in order to
make it short. One ot their main reliances
that it would be of short duratioa was that, the
pecaliar institution ol the South would not be
meddled with, except so lar a* military opera¬
tions rendered it necessary, and that the Union
sentiment in tbe Southern State* would be de¬
veloped with the progress of our arms. Tho
Northwestern man believed that tho Unionist*
were really In a majority, a* wonld be seen if
they had only au opportunity to deetaro them¬
selves. But if that wu» the ease in the begin¬
ning of the war the course of events ha* com¬

pletely changed it. and there i* now no roal
Union sentiment worth speaking of anywhere
south of the I'otoii *' . Hence tho NorthweMoin
men are disappo.atad. They account for the
ebonand for the determination of the South¬
ern S'ales to light if nnt to the bitter end.
by IbO rhange iu the political pro¬
gramme at Washington Thi* change
they think separates their patriotism
front their interest: for. while the voice of patri¬
otism prompt* them to battle on and battle ever

for the Union, the voice of interest whisper*
that a long wat would ruin them evtt if it

should be muccomIuI. for it would consume all
their properly, while at the natoc lime it would
doalroy the room? of the Sooth that laid goldou
egg* lor them

Already the putriottain <»l the .Stales ol the
Northwest line been severely tested. W ol the
Atlantic State* can hardly appreciate thoir situ¬
ation They are a purely agricultural popula¬
tion We are a commercial, trading and manu¬

facturing peopl- Wo are making money by
the war This is particularly true of th« New
Kuglaud Stab's Tim people of (he Northweat
have no present compoaraiiou whatever lor
their tone of blood and treasure On C(>n

trarv, tliey are losing money so tepidly that if
the war continues long they will be beggared-
Those Stales, bordering, as they do, upon the
Upper Mississippi or its tributaries, sent their
agricultural produce down the bather ol Waters
to the plantations bordering on the i.ower Mis¬
sissippi and its tributaries.corn, wheat, flour,
hogs, bacon, hams, beeves, butter, eggs, horses
and mules, for which in return they re¬

ceived either sugar and uiolasses or the gold
poured into the planters' coffers from ©very na¬

tion of Europe. Not that the Southern States
in the valley of the Mississippi could not have
raised for themselves, as they do now, the pro-
ducts sold them by the Northwest, but that^tj
was more profitable to grow cotton, anil thtttj!the transportation down the Mississippi., QQ
cereals and ahimats was so cheap and oonvti-J
nient, the navigation being open at all seMewn
of the year. Thus the people of the Northwest |
ted and aupplied with mules three millions of
negroes employed in raising the great Southern
staples.ougar, rice, tobacco and cotton, but

particularly the last named product. Before
the war the price of a mule in Illinois was one

hundred and twenty-five dollars in gold. At
present, notwithstanding the great demand for
the animal in our army, the price is only sixty
dollars in depreciated currency. The same is
true of other agricultural products. Alatenum-
ber of a Minnesota journal quotes prices there
as follows:.Flour, four dollars per barrel;
corn, forty-five cents per bushel; dressed hogs,
three dollars and t wenty-five cents per hundred;
hams, four cents per pound; butler, ten cents
por pound; eggs, eight cants per dozen, and
other articles equally low. In the rivor coun¬
ties of Iowa beef is only two dollars and fifty
cents per hundred, or at the rate of two and a

half cents per pound, and in the same State last
winter, not a hundred miles from the Mississip¬
pi, pork was sold dressed at less than a dollar
per hundred. It is certainly not cheaper now.

What is the cause of this, while the saine

articles are so high in New York? It is
ihe increased cost of railroad transportation.
Owing to the closing of the Mississippi by the
blockade, the freights offered to the railroads
exceed their capacity, and the direetovs have
enormously increased their rates. Flour, which
used to be transported from the towns on the
Mississippi by railroad through to New York at
ninety cents per barrel, now costs to move it
more than thrice the sum ; and as for corn, it
costs the price of five bushels to send one to
mavket.

it will he impossible for the Western farmers
to stand this very long; for, hard as is their
case, how much harder would it have been had
not the demand for our breadstuff's in Europe
been so great during Ihe last two years. But,
as this arose from the accident of short crops, it
is not to be depended on hereafter, and the
prospects for the agricultural interest of the
Northwest in the event of tho continuance of
the war are gloomy in the extreme. This ac¬

counts for the vehemence with which the mis¬
management of the war is assailed by nenrly all
sectious of politicians in that region. It also
explains the boldness of the copperheads there,
who are grewing more numerous and more

dangerous every hour, and are loudly calling
for the stoppage of the war. These men are

not in a majority at present; but. like the radi¬
cals in the republican party, they may soon

lorce forward with them men of more moderate
counsels, and the consequences may be most

deplorable.
Under the double pressure, therefore, of our

financial difficulties and of the menacing atti¬
tude of the Northwest, the war for the Union
mift be prosecuted with the utmost vigor and
to a speedy and successful termination. I.et
the emancipation proclamation be recalled,
let everything be abandoned that is calculated
to prolong the war. Ut a policy b# adopted in
which all can cordially unite, and let General
McC-lellan be put at the head of the War De¬
partment at once, and very soon the loyal
Siates will have cause to rejoice in the happy
results. But ir the radical programme be net

thrown overboard, and the war inconsequence
be indefinitely prolonged.it will Tail signally and
suddenly, in the most disastrous manner, and
then we may bid an eternal adieu to our once

uloiinue Union, the envy and admiration of the
world. /
Thic "Hkai.th. Oomkort ani» En-ttiKM'V or

thk Army."- There is a bill before the Senate,
entitled -a bill to promote the health, comtort
and efficiency of the armies of the United
State*." which ought to pas* without delay.
It provides "that the medical department shall
unit# with the line officers of the army in super¬
vising the cooking within the same, as an im¬
portant sanitary measure." and that "the sa d
medical department shall promulgate to its offi¬
cers such regulations and instructions as may
tend to insure the proper preparation of rations
for the soldiers." The necessary cooks to ea>>b
company, iuciuding two subordinate African
cooks, are also to be provided under judicious
regulations.
Let this bill be pamed We all remember

how the British army iff the Crimea was wasted
away by disease, resulting from the erude and
unwholesome ration* of the soldiere. «ntil that
great culinary philanthropist. Soyer. came

anioug them: and how. a* by a miracle, by his
cheap but nutritions soup*, meats and
vegetables, as he ceoked them, he re¬
stored the sick and re-established health
and vigor throughout the army. We
know. too. that Napoleon and Frederick the
Great were a* attentive to the proper feeding
of their soldiers as to t hair discipline. Crude
provisions, badly prepared, have, perhaps, boen
a* fatal in this war to the soldiers of the Union
it* the malaria of unhealthy localities or as the
bullett of th»' enemy. Vie accordingly regard
thi* aforesaid bill upon the -"inject as involving
a great and most desirable reform. Fifty er

sixty thousand Africans, a* under cooks, may
thus tie employed in our armia* to the be*t pos-
«itde advantage; for the good resulta will prac¬
tically be better lot the army at large than
would be the addition of a hundred thousand
soldiers under it* present hap-liazaril wasteful
and unwholesome *v«'-n of (boding. l*"t the
bill be pi*-' !

Tile katarc of tho fulled HUM*.K*""*"
ntrui'tloa or Anarrhf.

The drhihM in tbe Itrilinh PmrliwaMl >m

?.Lai ]tori'on of tb<' lyuecn'* H|K*ecb which
refer* in tlu* civil war m Miih country will
not mitigate (.bo bikt**< oouwi anterUinwl
lioro yl Hie unfiirittiM and hostility ol
Britmii hi ttoKHi-m in our i ovarii While we

uitiot accord to (h<* Quceo the to I lewt credit Cor
tbe sincerity of tbc regret espressed by ber at

tbo'oKintlug conditiou of thingn, it ic iotpoefdble
to delude ourselves with the convictioo that
thin feeling u in any degree participated in by
those who took the leading part in these dis¬
cussions.
When we find the ministerial aud opposition

leaders- Earls Russell and Derby in tha Lords,
and Mr Disraeli in the Commons.declaring
it utterly impossible that the Union alumId lie

restored, and predicllng for us a future of
turbulence and anarchy, we are induced
to ask to whom this result, if it be
ever realized, will be mainly owing?
Has the policy of non-intervention, on which
they congratulate themselves, been fairly and
honestly carried oat? Has it not, in fact, ope¬
rated more to our prejudice than open hostility?
Were they in aeonagainst us w» could have

inflicted' iojufy for injury, and compensated
Sumelves for the aid furnished the rebels.

their connivance with the agents of the
latter they bava caused us as muo|| da*age as

,-tf they were openly at war with tie. They
have not only permitted the South to Ijjp freelysupplied witn arms, ammunition adtf^fiothing,
but with privateers te prey upon our com¬

merce.a preceeding utterly at variance with
the laws of nations. The risk and cost of
an armed intervention they leave to the
French Emperor, of whose designs, as

developed in the celebrated letter to General
Forey. they have long been cognizant. It is the
old story of the monkey employing the cat's
paw to pull the chestnuts out of the Ore- an

ignoble part for the rulers of a great nation to

play.
It remains to be seen whel her Louis Napo¬

leon will persevere in fulBHing the voir thus
assigned to him. Lord Derby admits that re¬

cognition of the Southern confederacy neces¬

sarily involves an armed intervention in its
support, and that Great Britain is not prepared
to participate in such a proceeding. She there¬
fore leaves to the French Kinperor all its risks,
and stands by ready to reap all its advantages.
It is possible that, blinded by his ambition, he
will continue to ignore the perils foreseen by
his astute ally, and plunge France into a pro¬
tracted and costly war with us. Of one thing
hi* may reel assured: she will leave him to
flounder bis way unaided through it.
The professions of regret and sympathy that

are habitually expressed for us by English and
French statesmen in the discussion ol'American
affairs are all twaddle. It is certain that neither
Lord Derby nor Husscll has any feeling of
this sort. None are more desirous of seeing the
great republic broken up. And yet we are en¬

titled to better treatment at the bands of the
public men of both countries. Frauce in her
revolutions, and England in her troubles in
India, not only found on our part 110 disposition
to take advantage of them, but met with ready
sympathy from us. Of the three great maritime
Powers. Russia is the only one that has mani-
tested a really friendly and cordial disposition
towards us since the commencement of the war.

Her good offices and belief in our reintegration
are all the more gratifying in view of the great
part that she herself has to play in the future.
She no doubt feels thai our destiny, like her
own. will carry us to a higher point- of power
and glory than any that we have hitherto reach¬
ed. and that we shall each, on eur respective
continents, exercise an nil-controlling influence.

How OvRRTL'BKH FROM 1 HM NoHIHWKST WOULD
sk Tkkatbo hi ihk Rkhki.". A silly story hav¬
ing been got tip at Mobile, and published in one
of the journals of that city, as coming frem "a

diilingtiished citizen of one of the Northwestern
States.'' to the effect that "indiaua, Illinois and
Ohio have determined to step the war and make
ternts of peace with the Confederate .Suites at

all hazards." and thai already, "out of MoCler-
nand's ami) of one hundred and fifty thousand
men led against Vii-ksburg. all have deserted
but forty thousand." and this extraordinary
news having been despatched by telegraph to
the rebel capital as "important if true." the
Richmond papers comment upon it with the
most biller ridicule. They inject the statcnieut
as absurd, and show gioat anxiety lest anybody
.hoitld believe it. and lest the delusion should
demoralize their army and cause the troops to
relax their discipline ami their effort* at this

' critical moment.
This is perhaps natural enough: bill lliete i-

something more impor'ant behind. Not. only do
these journal'* scoff' at the intelligence as a

Yankee vi.-urrl set afloat to do mischief to the
South. but. assuming for argument * -ake tha' it
i.« true now or may be hereafter, they repudiate
with ineffableworn all idea of ever uniting with
the Northwest upon any terma. The Richmond
fc'e'pibrr, fiu example.the special organ of Jeff'.
Davie.declares, ouce for all. that a* soon as the
.states of the Nertliweat recall their troops the
confederacy will be willing to make treat iea with
there: but "as to a unien with litem under he
old flag, or any other, they come two years too
1al«." That surely ought to satisfy all who
Utlk of restoring the Union by pease .Nor is
the organ of the rebel government -ati»tW
with this declaration, but proceeds to insult in
advance the people of the Northwest, should
they even eonte to make treaties with rbein.

Let the copperheads see. and all others of
the Northwest whom it may cement "read,
mark, learn and inwardly digest." what tbe
leading journals of the rebellion* State* say
about peace, er even treaties with the people of
that region.

WtMDtoTox'ii BiRntntr North anhSocth..
Is it not a suggestive fact that the rebels at.
Richmond and throughout the confederacy were

celebrating Washington'* birthday yesterday
with the same vim vigor and splendor as the
people of New York and the North * He*-* not
this show that.all local prejudices Mid* the
people of the North and South still hsve 'L#
<anie patriotism and the same heart? Should
not this teach tts that If the leading extremists '

of both sections the leading rebels it ife smith '
and the almlitioni«t* at the North were put
down the masse* of both divisions of our com¬
mon country would soon i*noit* fraternally
and eternally? Neither section will give .p
Washington, the father of the nation: .tad if
both would but follow Itfs advice, and "make
those mutual concession* w hich are requisite to
(tie genet a) prosperity." we should have no
mine civil wars Washington is still (be lathe-
of tbe American peoide, ami the re.otisiMUtv

of our prcttfHit trouble* with (him* irn-
oater* at tlx* South wrbo Iwiwe ineferred the
teacbiDj;* of Vuucey, toil thum* t'auuticH at tbo
Nortb who have ijitM'ernnl tha <'x*ni|»lt» of Ioka
Biowu, to the "imservnl mui of buu who ut reallf
. fir4 111 war, ilrnt in peace, aiul flirt ui the hearta
of bin count,ryujun."
^uk Ooctioa HOuhk FiCkUiie -The 3olicitor of

the Tretwury recently tuude a report showing
great fraud* in the New York (Juatom Iloi.ae
and mentioned halt a dozen of ita employee who
were implicated either directly or iudiroctly in
the fraud* which have been to much talked about.
It ia a eingidar thing that nearly all the peraona
named have denied publicly any crminality or
carelcMneu*. and that, although many of them
have bean dimnia-ted, no further action haa been
taken in the a(fair. It ia evident the matter
cannot re*t here. Fiilier the parties in question
are innocent.in which case they have been
deeply wronged -or they are guilty and are

being shown too much leniency. The last is,
the public have a right to all the details of this
affair, which eannot he allowed to remain en¬

veloped, as it now is. in mystery. We demand
.xplanations from the proper parties.
Thk Saaacur of John Van Bukhn Vinoi-

C'atbi)..Last November John Van Buren stoutly
advocated, aa a democratic humanitarian, the
offering of the olive branch to the rebels; hat
with the receipt of their defiant answers, ia
various forms, from Richmond, he discovered
that the only alternative for the Northern de¬
mocracy was the vigorous prosecution of the
war. and so he boldly and promptly took his
position accordingly. The instructive extracts
which we have lately published from numerous
rebel journals folly confirm the sagacity of
Mr. Van Buren in taking this position. The
rebels will not have peace upon any other
terms than those of a complete thrashing to the
on* side or the other: and eveu so, then, let it
b«i John Van Buren has taken the only road
of safety to the Northern democracy.

INTERESTING FROM WASHINGTON

Tlii Hill to Suapind the Vrit of Habeas
(ferpiis Passed by. the Senate.

Discussion ia the Bouse on the Con¬
scription Bill,

Ac., Ac., Ac.

WlSIIINUMN, let*. US. IMC.
(IMNSltAL LLLMANN'i? LOUISIANA NBMKO BRKIAI'K.
It is stated lliat tteunal Darnel (llltnatia, oT Mew Yurie,

is to command a negro brigade in Louisiana. He goes out
there with a complete sol of while officers lor two regi
nseuts, the rank and bio to bo rained Iroiu the . 'intra-

bands. A son ot° Vice I'resirlent Haiulin is to lie one «f
the colonels. and llio vleit of tbe Vine I'leaiiletil down fast
ia said to b» for the piirjiose or arranging tbe Orgnnizatisu
or lliei-e regiment*.

THK lflLITIA SILL IN THK HMUSfc.
Tbe debate in the H00-* upon the t'ousrrlptien Sill was

lengthy ami animated, amendment* being cut oil by tbe
previous question. The discussion was quite gfuernl;
several powerful speeches were made bv the opposition,
who eta.ui-d that it Is a direct blow against tbe liberiie*
ot tbe people. the bill w«« earnestly supported by
Messrs. IS in, o'f New York Sheffield. of Rhode Island:
Oamiibell,ol Pennsylvania,ami Uingliam, or Ohio, who
comauJed that in the pro-out crisis of our national af-
taira tiio onraoru nary powers conferred by it over all
tbe ab.e bodied men in the. country are necessary lor the
suppression ol'tin-rebellion They denoiaceii tbe demo
era is upon ihe other aideet the House as aiders nitd com
rotters or ihe rebels. There an- warm work between
Messrs. Vallaniiigh.im ami Campbell and Biogbam. The
latter wa-eatremoly sarcastic to replying to bis col
tongue. None of tlie speakers made it clear wbat efleel
the conscripti<iu of copperheads and sympathisers with
rebel lion will haee upon our armies when it shall be car¬
ried out.

WUKRI. IS 't UK MIMMTKR KROM HAVTI?
IstUKidcrabbi inquiry is tnada here reaped iug the Mtuis-

ter end Secretary of l.eg«i on rrom Hayti. whose arrival
in New York wu« announced several days ago. It is
hinted thai they are pnipoae'y kept Inn k unt 11'orgi-a
aUionrr- in ihe lear thai their debut n Wa-h uglno
might compii ale dtibciiltie- 111 tbe national ennncila

HKNKKAI. HOOKIK IN TOWN.
Major Ueueral Hooker was it W Hard s to day.
THK WOOL TRAIIK US THK R tPPAHANN'Oi K.

Some of our pickets .n from of tbe Rappahannock Lave
been in the habit ot trading no roes wiib the enemy lor

sheep. T his contraband trade u wool has been stopped.
THK I»X UN TKtXSACHOMs IN HOLD.

Tbe I' Mum. l-r vn Ways <n Means liaredm ided today
to except l a .oin.i miners irom tne proposed tax n

Ira i-ictioiis :n gold stirs them-ia* a-si hanges hands.
l.'NiTKP SI * IKS clha'tilT .11- mi K. rim CALIFORNIA.
At tile iiisutnni'i- e,|itesio. ilir''alibcniA <'ongrc«sion

al <re>gaiton Hon .Rephen .1 I- eld now < hief Justice of
i aiucriiiA, I.as been aptioijii-d I'mted males (Mrcntt Judge
for thai .»i*le rice lu.lye McAllister re« gncd.

THIRTY-SKY RUTH t U.YURKCC.

Meastt.
w ,sms,.iss, ksb F,ltK.

The Main pi*-eaten camnsullicaiioii from the -tors-

lery el ib» Navy in e-pooa« to a lesobiiion of the
.senate, li*u«niilling report-. the relative condition «l
th* alasiners iisaipa* .nil IV| «acols.

aa.ssa- asp ma 'VBCOs at Tns iocsimt, kii

The nata also pis- iited lesotdtioan fmni tbo l.egia's-
tor* ei Kansas nymn-i any div aion w the country and
Ul reyarrt to public atd

in« aii' insai coMMTn*u»saii.
Mr. Itaaria. rep.; nf N Y.. presented a mint ream

tlmi irom the -ialu-* of New York relative to tbe
alloiineiii oirm -a.nser

;s,aki«Kci ic»rn«i ns-on iSsi sriSes or CTSrovt
Mi W soi. t«i i .'! a. pterrnted a memorla! frtm

the ipapsclc . of ibe iTialom Hr<nee of ITuUdelphia. ask
ot vnij »i»#»>tilot.

H> H IH'k .»< flM| Mf,
Mr Kit n os "t la pr-Kited a revotutisa

iron »hoi rii-titm .** toioeetns o| w*«t VirgttiM, m-
«ep » f toe oksn MI .» a- amended ot i ard

oi on- a*s ig fir »i epjrnfr at iw it C-TCrecsa
lion for Ihe eir*i.i if-t <ri of slaves w West Virg.n e

Hh ->? s|N«M>4ijl1i
Mr l>r>i aa. rcji.; .1 M.ch irom ').e ton ru.:lee cs

i on ireri e teporiec a 1".' rslalive to 'he irsiwaqnn >f
«<ea lo bests.

Ifc* o* t Ml 1.1 rtmiAfsR.
Mr 'oil *<*. up. r.| Vt railed np Ihe reei ian

refaiite to 'he i-aytsettp' ore gn po- age is ei o, and
orsred a . bsiuute a ILro / Lg ihe "oeiirae'er Pereral fr»
lake such n es» rg r e o jit esn t' Waary to pei v Cs
for the psyu.esi n cm t as ba'aLcss agsiRei the Isited
#tate»

Tbe ai.b lit I* war as spied acd ILa resoictioi. a<'<qted.
isr naini a tap sea, , i -irm o» ihv isa* irw.

Mr Nrav 'n, 'lip. o( r.ieg, Bl oRereri a re»o|oticc,wfctcb was adorted ren est its ne »'irgert (,etersl to
s .i mil to H e So ale. a. ».s r a« tLe .jrre est b# i reng-
re-s, it* irafer »le prr-pmed b\ Piin relai tg tu be metit-
.el m.d anrgitai h jlorycf ine reheiioc aod recb e'ber
¦nad'rs. -Wis i aa acav be tt | re tar at n ¦ n t >s "tt< e
oei7«*i*»res cr ran rarinr as mr n:wn j* gtn

tat*
Mr Mrl r toati ^cpp.i of c«l., -ailed .j. the bill to

atnerd lbs "Ac tc !'jp.r< ad act.
Mi r, wss.-t .1 t*p ) i. gaieae. eVersd ar ictn irra'

piovlditg tb«t Ike inei eMipioyert u» osnnct toe rood os
enlisted u injitari orget jaf co. atd he crttrelied by tLe
cornier,y under military aw»
Mr Mokkc', irer ) ci Me , tkt ught ibis a very extra

ord i ary awerorrmi tc p'ars fheve mer isder militarylaw
M' Kom»s, y replied Hal it was the nn'.y way nr.es

ScnM be rostra led. ffcey being far beycod eourtt and
cltb nrisd ctlet.

Afteg further divcorsins the bill was postponed.
rwK i th' n ittris or io»isp;K»jT* *m»» isti sosns,

Mr Wuso* (rep i of Mass , nirod ,ced a bill p. pre
yent the circulation n the United mates of the bonds sod
notes m the -o-ca 'ed Confederate States Referred »e the
t'omtnitl*e on Fmano*.

¦saPi n star ta ai'jiu
Mr, baisiM, (npp ) M CRI introduced a bill In esiah

hah a iirnnih mint in Nevada Referred in tbe Comml .

tee oa finance
M>r«»iir to "Hints* o» atasjs.

Mr. I.anpi. trep.) of Kaneae, mltmlnoed a bill granting
lamia .« Kan>as to indoiun I v tier cttlrens lor llieir
son U - nasi S .»» -mire rasaisnns *an ni uraw-n «e tn

won ns Hsnksi rvnnia
(>,. bill "ss H« bs-ge (if Stat* nylweineq «.< liken

VP

Mr Kiimawmm, (epp ) «f IU oa)d the Serial.rlrct
MmwacfcdeetU) had mada . UKWt wA.raordimuy t.pee«rt
charging tin* the bullet* ftrod against the Union g U. 'f

wer» tlV^vl by democrat*. uxl «h»i th, whole da^oumk
purti al the country worn dialoj al

..Mr Wiissua nUliXl tbal be uayer «ai.l that Ibe luoaa c
that party wore disloyal

, ,Mr ItKHAKiwiN «kod-WUo look V irgtaia out of U
fniou' The iiiau who wero opposed Mi the domwreti
parly, while tho Jemocrdtio portion of the RUl© rumour©
loyal ho 1 u now out off Into * now citato 11,0 charge w»
wholly unixitiliable me dgikiosl the democratic pm C|T
toore wat any Ji.rloy Uty, he should oxiah'l to liiui it i
tbo Sfato (if Mui.a;tt uui'Ttb© Unctnuj?* '4 W^kUi
Khilliim Lloyd (iarrieiu anil oUioth Iu Massacliu*©*!
(lagroca wore enlisted to defend the forU Aoconlmgthe Mow York TYrnct, negroea were enlisted at hornet
Monro© md i,credited to M ..vai husolta When Indioi
aii'I other elate* did not till up their quota* tho dodcit he
to be made up but Maaaai hoeatte woe allowed hi Mil .

her 'inula by enliating usgruoa to itelend her lor'.a, oiel y
tne senator Iron# Maaaechueeita (Mr Wiloon) uuderwki
to lecture the iSenate on the palrvitiem or the democrat
party Ho (Mr. Richardson) contended that If the adwmt
1.huh) had purified the pro|>ei policy thta rebcll",
could not have lusted ninety day* but sin*
the inauguration ol the 'Ion 11scutum and omanci|)«iir
acta we had had no aucceM Hui let theOtallecatiOn at
I-mancipation win he re. atlwl. and there w»» tune to «.'
the country yet. llndor tin. old policy ein ceo,. woe ce
laiu under Ibis new iwluiy destruction was ju.it oh oe
lain By ihe cooscrtptioa hill liberty was dectroyed hi
uow by this bill it w as pr ;ioa*a to destroy the power
all the courts He (lid oot know what else tlio |mw;>I© tail
to surrender of their right* It never bod been held t
anybody that the ITinident had power to suspend tt
wru Ot habeas corpus and arrest |ieaceliil eitr/euM 1
was opiKuied to boih the Oonscnption lull and the prima,
bill lhe lonsoripneu bill would give tho country »
woldters until 1WJ4, ana they were wanlod in Mtt.1 I
saw no reason for |>orting with the liberties and tower
the [leopln, if no henndt was to be gained by theconntr

Mr. Wilson of Moan said the henalor from llliffobi oj
jacted to bis ussertion that every bullnl Ored agonist t
Union was llred by a democrat. But he (Mr wltoea) ».
lieved that it was true. The Senator asked who corn
Virginia out of the Union* ft was Mason and Hunli
Letch©:. and Wise, and the delegation ,a Congress, e*oe
(jnnoral Mtiisoo

Mr. Wim.kt (Union), of Vn., said the Senator should <
cept the Hon. shersrd Clement*

. J
Mr WtLww accepwd the cerreettoo. Bnt thesM m

(Toombs. (lingman end oU»ars»had togo into tbo.don
cratic party betore they beoame traitors. No man oot I
be found opposing the war who Was nor a democrat; a I
such journals as the Cincinnati Inqisim. Chicago fte
and New York IVortJ oad thpreu, were Quoted aad «I
piauded hv treltoni m arms. He bed nothing to s
against the action of those democrats who were flgbti
Cor their country or workiog for Its welfare anywbe |He bod no lectures to read them, the Senator refori
repronchlully to the Stat© of Mssaacuusetts tl

Mr. Richarpson disclaimed any sues idee He mien,'
no reproach on Massachusetts. He oaly referred Mr 11action ot the Governor and the Secretory of War

Mr. Wii.aiM said, in regard to the onhatmewt of wogn
for forts, that e lew uegroos *prore enlisted te take t
place of the men who were"hurried off to Washing!
when the report cam© that Bonks was driven (Yew .
valiev ot the Shenandoah. Maasacliusells had sent eigt
thousand men to the war, sad wee not short (of all «
calls made ujion her) over Qtieeu hundred men. He
lieved that no Stat© with ihe same piu|»rtioa ef mi
bad sent mure men to the war. I
Mr. Hi- uakuhos said the 8enutor had referred to aue< I

paper in hi« Slate. The editor of that paper wo. 1
brother t<o a man on the Mfmitor when nbe Bevod 11
country last veai. As many in«o bad goae to the v r
from that olllce as from any ollice in the country.
would not endorse all the opinions ilf tbut p»|»er, but
Seastnr was greatly mistaken if be supposed ihst lb
was in I ho head of that p«|>er any disloyalty He del |the Soon tor to And northing dr.loyal in »u» article
that jiaper, uud if there w:c any Iroasun iu that paper
in the others referred to. the courts wore opened I
there was the place to ley them.

Mr. Chamii KB, (rep ) Of Mich , sa'd that one of the p
linetors of that paper wa.1 known to lie a lebet ayui/
tbi/er, and believed to be disloyal,

tar. UichakohON.Who believe* u
Mr. UHAMujh.K.very loyel man in Miuiiigeo
Mi. Ri< sasuso* said it wus strange llist Ills paper

such » CirculHlion in Michigan. Ho did not lielleve
theio wa* aDy rel»el eyintistiiire. m Mtinon. tn regard
the New l urk Knrt ji he said he know one of iteodlU
and tie knew no man more anxious to oatore this ooun
end pin down reimUioii .

Mr 1'owki.i., (opt».) "t Ky., eatd lite rienetnr Iru^PI
sat hi.-olis had trade g-ner*i charges against (lie K"l
Iuckv democracy. He seemed In llntik IS* sit were ti |sonable wlm did not follow him m bis wild elNMition t
sad* He (Mr. Powell! was willing to meet the Heov
a* to the truth of the argument «gnt»*l the Ih-sid
niaue iu thai oddiess of ihe true men of Kentuoto. b
would meet the arguments sod statements h<c(Mr Pi
elli would uieet h iu. Uiii I limn lheMenetoi had hel
ceaso muk ug goucal ssserlioas.

Mi Wilson, or Mass., oa.d the Son.iUir here to-
talk oil ol abolition. He remembered when Hoaureg
wi< ino,ii to (men his guus on the brave gs( .*»». .. '
SiiDilorlie told liis lullewen t-> cull the meu who supr*
ed the government and llie glorious old dag"abold
ista, . and the .senator demonstrated oo tlii* Horn that
wit nu oliudlenl follower of Beauregard in that rasp
lhe senator fietu Kentucky objected to bat
hi* Kentucky associates brasrled as Uaitore <

Ayiupaiiti/er* with trfiuaoh. We were all ptnn
into s csuseless war sod any pretence I
I lier» was a sjuoe was more wicked soil cam..
I ban ihe war itself anil the men who charged that
leva! people of tins country worn responsible i.s tbia
was making charge more wicked, raise and dauir
ihim ail Ihe uuiiduruiia blow* struck at the haeomM of
hisve soldiers in ihe Hold The cbleteor the rebel
disduiuftillv t"ld ihe Senator from Kentucky eud all ol
num ih il they would make uo omnpromiae or peace
cept on bo rucogmliuu of their independence aud.
D.vis iold his deluded followers ibat he bad rather h
a union Willi hvenssthsii with Yankees Th« issue
fore lliei.oonliy was not of aujr oumprowse with tt
man Aud vet', with all these evtdenoae, these Kentu
denincruiNurrsign ihe PnsideBt ol ihnlliiiteil Steles i

lyrsni ami emnier and one ot Iheir chnrges wastha
Had allowed Ins s'niies P> nierruu Kentucky.
liecauee lh«v Imd taken a liUle oorn and hay
Senator linui Kentucky came inlo the senate
cudeiscd this arraignment. .Shame usi the men
inace such an art algnmont and shame on the eodori

' III the c vnen win. call theinselvse demecnls of h
1,1. ky toil, net men aeneUH * Tliere was uo need
Inatrucllng him to oppose this war. The men wim d
thai sddrees were irailnra, aed would Iw rrail'.sra
*roi* were not onwards. Ami ilieae an twopew;
...ml commpeiouei* to .leff. Daves to make an inglorl
peace, acn ,cl Ihe Senator Irom Kentucky did not Ilk
have hum called by their rignt i.aiuea -eowacdlv trac
ug, lilt th.s republic. He Mr Wilson) rose to call I hi
hv their right nsmaa aud if aver Beoodin .trooid wi
trait'.r, llio-^e Kentucky deniourats ware treuors

TMS..SNHH1I Aei-HiieaiMius siu. .A*«ai»
Mr. Coi.i.AWni. (rep of Vl.. from tin i .iiara Ue

I'uiile ruce ..n lhe l-egialai,ve Appropriatioa hilt, m
their -lorl. I he mileage clause ,* atiudtanooe of

I bill, leaving mileage tliesauiea* herelufoie
lb» epot I we .Igreed to -«»the bill |taaae<l

takini* .a iiKiirou.twa
Mr IIashu., (rep.) of N. Y., iiilrisluced a b.ll In

ten the takiug'nf de|aieilic«a In be uae.1 In otbei
tiiee
iHr i.muii Hat mo lewii.w eaueiNgH-. s>. ks*'i
Mr Twrvni it ., rep ) iu III..said lie did not pro;a>s

ante into thi* diecusaion. hut wuhed io meee efew
r III.II" hinle »t» u« the bill by tboee who .lay eftar
made iwr, nan ipeec he* end nre'eud to be |i*e, liai g»
diat* oi ihe conttilul on. He deu'«d the nlallibddy
*ny man a* a odge ot lbs eieistitntMh ia<1 cla imed a<(
fallibility lor himself. He would vole for no bill wU
lie il»enied um-onetllut nual I bw Senaior fium Kentu
Ob a f* to tIrW |»,wer of ar'-m T'd polltie it rfleecea
was w II,ng to .irike out U.a word* political otfence*
regard in ihe objecthw that ougresscould net dei<n
the n. wer t. ihe President M» »us|«nd the writ of hak
curpu* li» leierred to lhe varton* p>wers already d
.ateiliuihe Piesidewt. rheoenwlilutiow said that (

..-» .hall ham power lo auth'irly.e letler-of HUM'.Tei null 'heothcr d.iv i hill »«« (ia*aed delegating I
pew r te the PfeMdeot end th© Neoatuc from Keetiw
f. .|| e»c t, V, led II,r t. lhe go veinwent could not 11

irie,| en .>, ..in f Ih'le -we.sesre not deh-^-
i«» L ,1 wa oil ,'C'ed that hi* writ .hnuld never
(wedee whero the csirti were o(ieo. Hut what wool#
the iAeo * rh » . ,spea«iou in any tdare where the I,
tuuMi'.nt « *iecatedv The cdiwtilutioo certetniy Co
sot have been mesat t>, apply to soy *m h atate ol tbn
M r** II I BE",) of va. I.p|wm»-.I l)w passage of

bdl :,rg, i,t mat it »»« a bill to author ae the Pree,
loin,.* ai 1 ary a,-vala, aa«l to lake away all pof
Iron, the dtctel depwnmiwt of the govemroent .
Itai-'e it, *i oi er fepai tineut, iot*,»ting o< una nl
Mr h<,« a", (rep »f Utah, arg ed that the power

. .t»l©i d the pri* lego of the writ of habeas oorpuaj,, h* rcidci ui.d»r the cotjst t ol toe, and
new! .. d- bp d »),? #xt©d ency of pasring an act wll
»«. d ri, kedlveetthgthe ffiecuUve ef hue pew
¦ i t eh-, i, might b- lakcti »« a pre. »<!»ni Re quoted
a< m« ec*'ti fn m ihe opinion of utoreey iV.
'

r,.en> ea d be aetr.olehed ihel the!
r, in \.a* r.t'iaette »fc> old o' .ecl l>, beilgeoUed so
tlee let nil fieei r*". BIMMMIW MMMMl

dre..wraiT id Kentucky a» ttailurs. tweaose they we,
in- r bet wbv did he mx deeewrce hie eholHMh frte>
wror I be*e tor jee.-efrom the beginemg* Why
net the .fiiiir denounce Horace Presley, who wa¬
rm tor etl tg the southern mate* go' 1
w . »ce ci it* nrret .euaible 'bings Greeley e
.aid Put fire© »v »w ae abelmoniate and
.eca'ior nt » ilM.' i ced derm* rata Hut Ui» d,dn * i

c kei t , k* *o, Id vol feel aggr ered at the aaoault
test yraiur if he i.ad praised them, they might
claiw win tte P**m .» ."Otord' what evil h««e «

that « eked met do pra.ee rce'" The neMtaw^"i"«ran id ->raia th<a. met. Hia prs ae would deras tt

to i* IP cal n'atrr He acrrned tteca'nmnim ad*'"1'
det.ocr.re ©f Keetuxkj Tte dot^ r'ferre<1
then* . i th* 1'icLataa Cabinet Bat ".**"
-etaic' fa, where the P-. hetian admintwreaiw ewwe ^
,r IT r i#t *t n t.a« ateiee thwoe

kaf.yeat f< or , 'elcck the #eete mow

¦» .

Mr «. cfeff UP U« tg*.tSZllm epei ent Te'egrepb Ccmpeoy w
r Mr-rt rf LO'VB.1 s

^ rseolet»o wee amende.
u* "r '

ard tl-e rest led'e ]+»**. *a worsts ten an war
,teats warn te

Tt. *^..e ibee reeamwl the ».» the dwdrnrg
Stats pt aer-ere. ^ h,a rewarU. erguing UralMr I, weir rid

w wr t of ha) eee orp<ia wee est
fswar ol '"epJyTJa s* delagated, and ,sightnfn. c«e

j ., d-r uiy cij,'unau eyated t .»
mi,.r to, make arbitrefy arreeiaPrwaident tl. I

} ^ Wli Mjg <t was omleretMr !kl°.'wraot . arrested could hare been releoeod'h*' *h nf il'eg ence.

J powa! i mid tt might i>e so understood, bet It j."Lj*Ty,*r,nid «oul thst he though be wee ewtlvird"1. li s* .» telai "ii l» »ey arrest wb.ob bed lrw T *x.+t>t n sect,mi* where there were eetwel resTP.T :,u- t^ prlwrn hv. UM hem. 3t 0?- Who wru, m£- the
fllfK' ''"Vi ® 'W WP

j


